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What is it?
The Midlothian Resilience Art Project: Coping Through COVID is an exhibition of art and written work to showcase and celebrate the resilience of children and young people during the Coronavirus outbreak this year.  
Midlothian Council Education Service, Children’s Services, the Health and Social Care Partnership with Communities and Life Long Learning are launching the project to display children’s art and written work in a Virtual Gallery on the Council’s website, and also in real life in communities around Midlothian. 
The aim of the project is to encourage children and young people to reflect on how they coped during school closure, and to display their work to the wider public to promote community resilience. This project supports the key principles of Resilience and Nurture which underpin the Midlothian Health and Well Being Recovery Curriculum designed for all schools for August 2020.

How can my school be involved?
Children and young people from P1-S2 can take part by creating a piece of artwork and/or short piece of writing, poetry or prose to submit to the exhibition. 
Approximately 117 pieces will be chosen to be displayed from the 17th September in the Virtual Gallery and the community gallery (it may be possible to accommodate more in the community gallery).
The community gallery will be displayed across shop, public and community building windows with the hope of an additional outdoor gallery and the possibility of a hospital gallery. We will try to ensure art work remains local to the school area, but this will be dependent on gallery spaces. 



What are the instructions for children/young people to enter?
Submissions to the Midlothian Resilience Art Project: Coping Through COVID must follow these six rules;
1. Art work with a brief descriptive statement and/or a  short piece of written work (poetry or prose) should be created as an answer to the question; 
What did you do to cope during lockdown 2020?
2. The entries must be colourful and eye-catching
3. We recommend A4 for written work and A3 for artwork, on white paper
4. The work should relate (directly or indirectly) to the 5 ways to well-being (young people’s version attached)
5. The first name (only), school and age of the child/young person must be written on the back of the submission.
6. The deadline for entry is Wednesday 2nd September

How do I submit my school’s entries for the exhibition?
Schools can submit the work of their students to Leisa Randall, Principal Educational Psychologist, Educational Psychology Service, Fairfield House in an envelope clearly marked with the name of the school and the person responsible for sending in the submissions. 
Submissions for exhibition will be selected by a panel by Friday 4th September. It is hoped that a selection of work across all year groups and all schools can be exhibited. Schools will be informed of winning students and a consent form will be shared. This must be signed by the child’s parent/guardian to allow the art work to be displayed. 
All submissions will be returned to pupils via their schools.
Please contact Leisa Randall Leisa.Randall@midlothian.gov.uk or Bec Hooton Rebecca.Hooton@midlothian.gov.uk if you have any questions.
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